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Ameya was studying in the eighth grade. She was not only good at
games but also a topper in her studies. However, she had one
weakness — she had a squint in her eyes. Two girls in her class,
Swapna and Sarasa, used to tease her every day by calling her names
like “Squinty Beauty” and “Twisted Eyes”.

One day, during the lunch break, Ameya was eating her food.
Swapna came near her and said loudly, “You have squint eyes, right?
When you eat, does the food go into your mouth or into your ears?”
Everyone laughed at her. Feeling deeply hurt and ashamed, Ameya
stopped eating, went to the washroom, and cried.

From that day onwards, she started coming to school wearing dark
glasses. Whenever she removed her glasses, she covered her eyes
with her hand while talking.
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Seeing this, Swapna mocked her again and asked, “Did you get an
operation for your squint? Is that why you are wearing dark
glasses?” Ameya did not reply and simply turned her face away.

After a few days, the school organised an exhibition. All the students
prepared colorful charts. Ameya also prepared a wonderful
presentation on Environmental Protection.

The District Collector came to visit the exhibition. Just as he reached
Ameya’s desk, Swapna deliberately pushed her from behind. Ameya
lost her balance and almost fell down. Her charts got slightly
damaged.

Seeing this, Swapna whispered mockingly, “Look, the squinty
beauty is about to fall. She can’t see properly, you know.” The
Collector heard this. He immediately helped Ameya stand up and
carefully looked at her charts.

Praising her work, he said, “You have prepared this very well. Why
are you speaking so fearfully? Why are you covering your eyes with
your hand?”

With tears in her eyes, Ameya said, “Sir, I have a squint. Everyone
makes fun of me and calls me bad names.”

The Collector then spoke to the children standing there: “Children!
In nature, no two flowers are the same. A tree may be bent, but the
shade it gives is cool and comforting. Ameya’s intelligence and her
concern for the environment are truly great. Making fun of
someone’s physical weakness only shows poor character. Calling
others by insulting names does not make you great. It makes you
guilty of hurting someone’s heart.”
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Turning towards Ameya, he said
gently: “Your intelligence is your
strength. A squint is only a small
physical condition. Don’t feel sad
about it. Have you heard of Helen
Keller? She was not only blind but
also deaf and unable to speak. Still,
her extraordinary qualities made
her an inspiration to the world. She
learned to read and write using
Braille, mastered many languages,
and became the first deaf-blind
woman to earn a university degree.
Through books like The Story of
My Life <
https://www.penguin.sg/book/peng

uin-select-classics-the-story-of-my-life-original-and-unabridged/>
, she shared her thoughts with the world. She fought for the rights of
the disabled, women’s rights, and social justice. People with
disabilities should take her as an inspiration. Never hide your
beautiful eyes for anyone.”

Inspired by the Collector’s words, the school principal immediately
introduced a new rule:

“Anyone who calls others by insulting names will face strict action.”

After this incident, Swapna and Sarasa realised their mistake. They
went to Ameya and said, “Please forgive us. We now understand that
knowledge and values are more important than appearance.”
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Ameya smiled freely at last. From then on, no one in that school
teased anyone by calling bad names. Everyone lived together like
one happy family.
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